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TO 
Sir Edmund Turnor, Kt. 


STR, 
A S by manifold great Favours You have a Right to all the 
Services Lam capable of paying You, You have yet a more 
peculiar one to the Dedication of this Sermon, in that it was 
firftPreached, and is now Publifbed by Your Commands. Thas, 
hope, will in part excufe me to the World for troubling it with fo plain 
a Difcourfe; and the Pious cogent Reafon, with which You was pleafed 
to enforce Your Commands, J cannot doubt will do the 
reff, (viz.) That You might thereby have Copies of tt for thofe feveral 
Parifbes, where Your exemplary Piety hath effectually provided for the 
daily Performance of publick Prayer. 

Whilft, Sir, Your pious Zeal thus worthily Encourages and 
Promotes the Service of God, (of which I could give many and great 
Instances, but that I well know Your fingular Humility will not 
permit me,) I could not; I think, I ought not, decline any thing in my 
Power, which in Your Opinion may contribute fomething (tho” but a 
little) to fo excellent an End. 

If this plain Difcourfe, adapted to a plan but honeft People, may (by 
the bleffing of God) work upon any fuch, a greater Reverence for the 
Foufes of Prayer, and a greater Diligence and Serioufnefs in 
frequenting them, I fball not regard what Opinion the Nice and 
Cenforious may have of tt, or of me for Publifoing it. My firft aim 
therein being, to promote the Honor of our Lord, the Intereft of our 


Religion, and the Good of Souls; and a fecondary, Str, to teftifie to the 
World my ready Obedience and great Obligations to Your felf. In a 
deep Senfe of which, and the much Good You daily do, I muft ever pray 
(as I am fure great Numbers are obliged) that it may pleafe God long 
to continue fo great a Bleffing, as You are, to our Religion, to our 
Church, to the worthy Clergy of it, to Your Family, to the Poor, to Your 
Friends, even to all who are any ways deferving and capable of 
Receiving Advantage from fuch a Fountain of Exemplary Piety, true 
Goodnefs, and diffufive Charity: And that in the other World You 
may largely receive a Glorious Kecompence for all the Good You have fo 
liberally done in this; particularly to, 


Honoured SIR, 
Your moft Obliged, and moft 
Faithful humble Servant, 


Fohn Adamjon. 


St. Matthew XX. part of the 13zh. Verfe. 
My Houfe fball be called the Houfe of Prayer. 


"TL tes Words reprefent unto us our Bleffed Saviour 
reftoring the Temple of God. to the Holy Ufes, to 
which it had been dedicated, and exprefs his Zeal 
for the Honour due to fuch Places, and his juft Indignation 
againft all Prophanations and Abufes of them. 

The Temple at JFerufalem, was folemnly dedicated to the 
Service and Worfhip of God; a practice which has obtain’d in 
all the Ages of Chriftianity, at leaftwife ever fince the Reign 
of Conftantine, as Eufebius acquaints us, in reference’ to our 
Churches and Places of Religious Worfhip. But the corrupt 
Priefts amongft the Jews had grofly perverted it to other 
purpofes, fubfervient to their carnal and fecular defigns. The 
occafion which they took for fo doing, was this: Againft the 
Feaft of the Paffover, the Jews from all Countries reforted to 
Ferufalem, to keep that Solemn Feaft there. To fupply them 
with Sacrifices (which many of them who came from far, 
could not poffibly bring with them;) a great number of 
Cattle were flain for that purpofe by the Priefts, which which 
they fold to the Rich (no doubt, at a great Advantage;) and 
for the Poorer fort of People, they provided (as the Law 
directed) Turtle Doves and Young Pidgeons. And becaufe 
many Strangers could not be provided with thofe half 


*. Hist.Eccles. I. 10. €. 3. 


Shekels (in value about 15 d. of Englifb Coin) which by the 
Law were required to be Yearly offer’d”; nor with fmaller 
pieces of Mony to make their payments for thofe Sacrifices 
which they wanted; they therefore fet up Money-Changers 
to fupply them in both Cafes by way of Exchange, either for 
other Money, or (with the Poorer fort of People) for other 
things in lieu of Money’; but in doing this, they ufed great 
Exaction, and are therefore fharply rebuked by our Saviour 
(in the words following the Text) under that hainous 
Character of a Den of Thieves; and {o they plainly appear 
guilty of a double crime, prophaning the Temple by their 
Merchandize, and grinding the Poor by their Oppreffion. 
Of thefe their wicked Practices, they had long before 
been admonifhed by the Prophets*; and by our Bleffed 
Saviour himfelf, foon after his entrance upon his Prophetick 
Office, and that in a very mild and gentle manner: Take thefe 
things hence, make not my Father's Houfe an Houfe of Merchandize. 
But ftill they perfifted in their Wickednefs, as even Chrift- 
ians too often do, againft all admonitions and per{wafions to 
the contrary; and therefore in this place of the Text, our 
Bleffed Saviour, a little before his Death, finding them 
incorrigible under more gentle Methods; he, as he was the 


* Exod. 30. 15, 16. 
+. Godwyn’s Jewifh Antigq. I. 6. c. 10. And Poo?s Synopfis ix lec. 
t.So fome interpret Fer. 11. 5 and Ja. 26. 10. 
§. Joh. 2. 16. 
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Son of that God, whofe Temple was thus prophaned, and in 
ajuft Zeal for the Honour of his Father, Caf? the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple, overthrew the ‘Tables of the Money- 
Changers, and the Seats of them that fold Doves: Reminding them 
of what before they had often heard, but now either had 
forgotten, or elfe wilfully neglected, in the words of the 
Text, My House shall be called (¢.e. fhall be, according to the 
frequent fignification of that Phrafe in holy Scripture,") 
House of Prayer. 

But how could this be, may fome fay, A fingle Perfon, 
defpifed, rejected, and probably defigned by them in a few 
days to be crucified, be able to drive out fo great a number 
of obftinate Men, backed by the Powers then in being, 
wedded to their Intereft, and much exafperated to {ee it fo 
obftructed and defeated by the fo much by them vilified 
Jefus? Whence was it that none of them had Courage 
enough to refift him, or fo much as open a Mouth (as far as 
appears to us) in their juftification, but tamely fubmitted to 
his Rebuke, and fuffer’d themfelves to be driven out? 

This muft be refolv’d into the Divine Power of our Lord, 
and was one of the miraculous Effects of it. Such a Majefty at 
that time appeared in his Countenance, and fuch an Awe and 
Dread it wrought upon his moft {piteful Adverfaries, as 


*, Matt. 21. 12. 
t. So it is to be underftood in sa. 9. 6. Matt. 5. 19. Luke 1. 32, 
355 35, Rev. 19. 13. See Dr. Hammond on Matt. 2. 23. note I. 
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brought them to an absolute Complyance with his Will, and 
perfect Submiffion to his Commands. 

Which fhews how utterly unable the moft daring finners 
are to withftand our Lord, when he comes in good earneft 
(as fometime he certainly will) to execute Vengeance upon 
them. None of them durft oppofe one word, when our 
Bleffed Lord with an Authority becoming his Station, and 
his Zeal for his Father’s Honour, urg’d upon them the words 
of the Text, My Houfe fhall be called (or fhall be) the Houfe 
of Prayer. 

Having as briefly as I well could, fhewn you the Occafion 
and Defign of thefe words, every one will eafily difcern that 
they inftruct us in this great Truth, that Places dedicated to 
God and his Worfhip are to be treated with Reverence, and 
not to be employ’d in any prophane or common Ufes, but 
only in Religious Duties; particularly that of Prayer, which is 
the principal of them. So has God declared by his Prophet 
Tfaiah (c. 56. v. 7.) and fo our Bleffed Saviour from him in the 
Text, My Houfe fhall be called the Houfe of Prayer. 

Prayer is the Duty, which God in the Old Teftament, and 
our Bleffed Saviour in the New were pleafed to make Choice 
of to reprefent the others by which are to be performed in 
Places fet apart for Religious Worfhip. And, Prayer is the 
efpecial Duty for the performance of which the Place this 
day Confecrated was Erected by your pious Benefactor; and 
therefore of this Duty only I fhall Difcourfe unto you at this 
time. 


And here I might ufefully enlarge on the more general 
parts of Prayer; as, 

1. Supplication, When we ask of God any Blefling we want 
either for our Souls or Bodies. 

2. Interceffion, When we Pray for others, even all Mankind; 
but more efpecially for our Governours and the Houfhold of 
Faith. 

3. Thank{giving, When we recount with grateful Hearts the 
many Bleflings both Spiritual and Temporal which we enjoy; 
give God the Glory of them, and our felves to him in 
gratitude for them. 

All thefe general Parts of Prayer we are directed to by the 
Apostle’, and are all of them fufficiently provided for in our 
excellent Liturgy, which highly recommends it to our great 
Efteem and constant Ufe. 

I might alfo feafonably enlarge on the moft needful, and 
yet too commonly neglected, Qualifications of Prayer; as, 

1. Purity and Holine/s, Since we know that God heareth not 
Sinners’ (ce. wilful and impenitent Ones); that the Apoftle 
requires that when we Pray we lift up Holy Hands;* and that 
the Sacrifice of the wicked is an Abomination to the Lord; but the 
Prayer of the Upright is his delight.§ 


* 1 Tim. 2.1, 2. 
t. St. Joh. 9. 31. 
+.1 Tim. 2. 8. 
§. Prov. 15. 8. 


2. Sertous Attention to our Prayers; for, then only we can be 
faid to Pray, and then only expect to be heard: Inafmuch as 
our Bleffed Saviour has fet the Mark of Hypocrifie upon 
fuch Prayers as are not accompanied with the Heart, and 
plainly tells us they are all in vain, Matth. 15. 7, 8, 9. Ye 
Hypocrites, ye draw nigh unto me with your mouth, and honour me 
with your lips, but your heart 1s far from me; but in vain do you 
worfbip me. 

3. Fervour and Earneftnefs; with all the Affection and 
Devotion of our Souls, fuch as may teftifie we really defire 
the things we Pray for. This is required of us by the Apoftle, 
that we be fervent in Spirit, ferving the Lord’; This is that which 
makes our Prayers very prevalent with God, James 5.16. The 

fervent Prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Even amongtt 
the Jews, the Talmudifts taxing the Peoples negligence in 
Prayer, one of the three faulty forts of their Amen recounted 
by them is, a faint Amen", when they pray’d without 
Fervency. 

4. Humility, both in our Souls and Bodies. In our Souls, 
acknowledging our unworthinefs to appear before fo great a 
Majefty, to receive from him any of thofe Bleffings we ask, 
but only upon the account of his Bounty and Mercy, and the 
Merits of his Son. And Humility in our Bodies, expressing 
this Humility of our Souls; putting up our Petitions to the 


* Rom. 12. 11. 
t. Godwin’s Jewifh Antiquit. I. 2. c. 2, 
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Majefty of Heaven for the greateft Bleflings we can receive 
upon our Knees, according to the Example of Holy Men in 
Scripture, " of the bleffed Apotftles, ' and even of Chrift 
himfelf, who kneeled down when he pray’d to his heavenly 
Father, St.Luke 22. 41. Accordingly we read of the Primitive 
Christians, That to Sit at Prayers was ever held by them a pofture 
of great Rudenefs and Irreverence.* And Tertullian falls heavy 


Tertull. de Orat. c. 12. p. 134. Contra me a fome that ufed it in 
Scripturam fecerit, fi quis in Cathedra aut his time (about two 
Jubjellio federit; factum ifthud irreligtofum hundred years after 
off, nifi exprobramus Deo quod nos Oratio Chrift) telling them, 
fatigaverit, 8c. They aéted contrary to 
Scripture and were 

Irreligious in fo doing; and represents them as if they had a mind to 
reproach God to his face, and tell him that they are weary of the Duty 
of Praying to him. “If it be an irrevent thing (as he goes on in 
arguing with them) to fit down before one for whom thou haft 
a great Reverence and Veneration; how much more does it 
favour of Irreligion to do fo in the Prefence of the Living 
God, even while the Angel is yet ftanding by thee to carry 
up the Prayer to Heaven.” 

Thefe, together with a true Faith and a Dependance upon 


*, David, Pfal. 95. 6. Solomon, 2 Chron. 6. 13. Daniel, c. 6. V. 10. 

}. St. Stephen, Acts 7. 60. St. Peter, Acts 9. 40. St. Paul, Acts 20. 
36. & at. §. 

+t. Dr. Cave’s Prim. Chrift. part. 1. c. 9. 
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the alone Merits of Chrift (which I prefume I need not 
mention in this place ) are the chief of thofe Qualifications 
(and yet too commonly neglected) with which we must take 
care we put up our Prayers to God, if we hope to have them 
accepted by him; and thefe I might ufefully have enlarg’d 
upon. But it muft fuffice thus briefly to have hinted them, 
that I may the more largely recommend unto you. 

s. In the Fifth place, Frequency in this Duty of Prayer, and 
that in Publick, as often as you have Opportunities; as you of 
this place will now daily have. 

This I would earneftly recommend to your ferious 
Practice upon thefe three Accounts. In that 

I. It is much for the Honour of God and our Religion. 

II. Very Advantageous to our felves in reference to this 
World. 

ITI. It greatly promotes a good Life (in reference to the 
Happinefs of the next) in all thofe that fincerely make ufe of 
It. 

1. We ought to be frequent in this Duty of Publick Prayer, 
becaufe it is much for the Honour of God and our Religion. 
As often as we Pray unto him with Seriousnefs, we 
acknowledge and adore the Soveraignty, Wifdom, Juftice, 
and Power, and Mercy of God; and in doing all this, we muft 
needs be granted to Honour him, and perform a Service 
highly acceptable to him. 

When we Pray unto him, we evidently declare that we 
own his Dominion over us, and that he has a Right to govern 


Io 


us, and that all our Services are his due, tho’ we too often 
unworthily alienate them to prophane and wicked Purpofes. 

We alfo acknowledge his Wifdom to be infinite, that as he 
throughly underftands all the Actions of our Lives and 
fecrets of our Hearts, all our Wants and Neceffities, so he 
best knows how to make the moft fuitable Provifion for 
them. 

We likewife hereby magnifie the Juftice of God, 
particularly in our Confeffions and Deprecations; knowing 
him ready to pafs an impartial Sentence upon us for our Sins. 

Again, in all our Prayers to God, we must be fupposed to 
acknowledge his Power to be infinitely great to punifh our 
Sins; to reward our Well-doing; and to fupply all our Wants. 

Laftly, We hereby acknowledge the Mercy of God to be 
infinite; without a great Senfe of which, it would be both 
Folly and Arrogancy, for us to approach unto him, 
particularly to lay open before him all the mifcarriages of 
our Life, which generally (tis to be fear’d) are fo many and 
fo heinous, that we could never hope for any Pardon to 
them, but that we believe God to be very ready to embrace 
every true repenting Sinner. This fhould engage us to 
Frequency in our Prayers, which you fee do fo much 
magnifie the glorious Attributes of God, which he loves to 
fee acknowledged by the Sons of Men. And furely the more 
Publick this Acknowledgment is, the more Honour it gives 
to God, and is confequently the more acceptable to him. 

So very acceptable to him is this Duty of pubblick Prayer; 


II 


that when David had but a thought to build an Houfe for this 
purpose, God told him that he did well, even when he had 
done nothing, neither might do any thing, only had the 
Defign of doing it in his heart and purpofe.” 

The like gracious Acceptance of fuch Ads of Piety our 
Bleffed Saviour himfelf affures us of, under the Gofpel, in 
that he was effectually prevailed with to heal the Servant of 
the Centurion, being recommended to him under this 
Character, That he had built them a Synagoguge™ a place for the 
better Conveniency of their Religious Worfhip. 

May this Chapel this day Confecrated to the like ufe, and for the fame 
reafon, find the like gracious Acceptance with our Lord! 

Tis alfo much for the Honour of our Religion, and tends 
to gain Profelytes to it, (which alfo is another way of giving 
Honour to God.) This is fo univerfally acknowledged, That 
even all Religions (however falfe or Superftitious) will have 
their Daily Publick Offices; thus it is amongft the Jews, 
Mahometans, and Papists. And is not this a great reproach to 
Us, Whofe Worfhip is much more Pure, to fall fo very fhort 
of them in the Exercife of it? Where is our Zeal for the 
Honour of our excellent Religion, to fuffer them fo much to 
out-doe Us in the Frequency of Religious Offices; which 
gains a mighty Reputation to them, but cafts a reproach 
upon us ? 


*.2 Chron. 6. 8. 
t. St. Luke 7. 5. 
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2. Frequency in Publick Prayers is very advantageous to our 
{elves in reference to this World, being the likelieft way to 
obtain any Blessings we defire or ftand in need of, either for 
our felves or others. 

St. Fames tells us’, That the fingle Prayer of a righteous Man 
availeth much; and gives us a Proof of it in! Elias, by this 
means fhutting and opening Heaven, firft againft and then 
for Rain. And if Prayer be thus powerful when fingle, what is 
it when Social, when in Publick, in a whole Congregation, in 
a whole Nation? When there is a pious Confpiracy of fervent 
Prayers from Confenting Hearts, and concurring Lips, all at 
once making (as it were) an Affault upon the Almighty, with 
the Holy violence ofa {trong importunity to extort a 
Bleffing from him. God delights to be thus wrestled with; 
and is not able, becaufe not willing, to deny any thing, 
convenient for his People, that is thus requefted of him. 

Thus {peaks Tertullian*: Coimus ad Deum, quaso mana facta 
preationibus ambiamns, Hac vis Deo grata est. “We come (ays he) 
by Troops to the place of Affembly, that being banded (as it 
were) together into an Army, we may befiege God with our 
Prayers and Petitions; this kind of violence is very pleafing 
and grateful to him. 

Our Saviour himfelf faith*, [f two of you /ball agree on Earth as 


* St. Jam. 5. 16. 
T: Ver 29, 18: 
t+. Apol. 35.4. 


touching any thing that they fall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in Heaven. Hereupon St. Ignatius argues, If the 
Prayer of one or two be of fo great prevalence, hom much more 
will the Prayer of the whole Church be prevalent.“ And no wonder 
is it that they fhould be fo when they have one amongft 
concurring with them in their Petitions, whom God always 
hears, even his only Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

And indeed his Prefence with them, himfelf Affigns for 
the reafon of their Prevalency with his Father; For (fays he) 
where two or three are gathered together in my Name, there am I in 
the midft of them.” 

And as Publick Prayer is thus advantageous to us in 
refpect to our Perfonal Wants, fo is it no lefs in refpect to the 
Community, to the Church of God, to our Governours, to 
our Relations and Friends, even to all Mankind, for whom 
our excellent Liturgy has furnifh’d us with fuitable Prayers, 
even for all forts and Conditions of Men. 


(Hic bellum Lachrymofum, hic miferam famam 


*, St. Matt. 18. 20. 

* Adamson here quotes from the ‘long recension’ of 
Ephesians: ei rap evos Ka! Sevrepou TpooeuxH TOTaUTHY 
ioxuy XE, loore TOV Xpiorov «i ev aUTOIS eoravaa, oo 
Pav H TE Tov emoKOTrOV katt TarKs TH EKKANTICLG, 
lovppavos duiovea mpos beov, meioe: Tapacyebavar awToIC 
mavra TH ey Xpiore ditupara., He identifies his source as 


‘Epift. ad Ephef. p. 122. 
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Pestemque; a populo & Principe Ceefare 
Vestra motus aget prece. Horat. |. 1. Od. 21.) 


Which Prayers, when a whole Nation about the fame time 
and in the fame words of our Liturgy, duely puts up to God 
in the Name of his dear Son, furely they may expec to 
prevail much more, than when put up by fingle Perfons in 
private; efpecially if we add God’s gracious Promife to hear 
thofe Prayers more efpecially which are made to him in his 
own Houfe, in 2 Chron. 7. 12, 15, 16. The Lord appeared to 
Solomon, and {aid unto him, J have chofen this place to my felf for 
an houfe of Sacrifice; now mine Eyes fball be open, and mine Ears 
attent unto the Prayer that is made in this Place. For now have I 
chofen and fanétified this Houfe, that my Name may be there for ever: 
And mine Eyes and mine Heart shall be there perpetually. 

3. Frequency in Publick Prayer greatly promotes a good 
Life in all thofe that fincerely make ufe of it. And that both 
by it’s natural Tendency, and by the blefling of God. 

I. By it’s natural Tendency. Can Men that confider any 
thing, daily Confefs their Sins unto God in his own Houfe, 
and in the Prefence of the Holy Angels and a publick 
Congregation, and yet dare to continue in them, and boldly 
commit them again at the next Temptation? Can {uch eafily 
there daily Pray, (as we do in our excellent Liturgy,) that 
they may hereafter live a Godly, Righteous and Sober Life; 
and yet allow themfelves in grofs Acts of Impiety against 
God; in deliberate Acts of Injuftice or Oppreffion against 


qy 


Man; or in the heinous Acts of Intemperance and 

and Uncleannefs (fo directly oppofite to that Sobriety they 
daily Pray for, and thereby acknowledge they ought to 
Practice,) or in any other notorious fcandalous Sin? 

Can it be imagin’d, that when they fo frequently repeat 
that pious Petition with their own Lips, their Confciences 
fhould not fometimes, nay often feverely rebuke them for 
fuch grofs Violations of it, and give an effectual Check to 
fuch Practices; which the Cuftomary Neglecters of Publick 
Prayer, eafily may, and too often do purfue, without any 
Senfe of their Guilt or Danger. 

Further, by daily Reading or hearing read at the Publick 
Service of our Church, a Portion of the Psalms of David, so 
full of Piety and Devotion; and fome Chapters in the Bible 
(too generally, I fear, neglected by Chriftians in private) 
where we have excellent Rules and Examples of Holy 
Living, and powerful Motives to it, This must needs be 
granted to conduce very much to the directing and 
reforming our Lives. 

If this bleffed Effect be not wrought upon all who come 
daily to the Publick Prayers of our Church, more is the Pity! 
But the Fault is in themfelves and not in our Prayers. If fome 
frequent them only in Formality and Hypocrifie, ’tis no 
wonder they are never the better for them. Do thou frequent 
them with Sincerity, Devotion, and Attention, and be 
affured thou fhalt receive great {piritual Improvement by 
them; as I doubt not but thoufands of the fincere Members 
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of our Church, to their inexpreffible Comfort, do find. 

2. This advantage of a good Life by Frequency in Publick 
Prayer is alfo (and that chiefly) to be afcribed to the Bleffing 
of God, and the powerful working of his Grace upon us; 
which Bleffing is promifed to us, and to be obtaind by us 
only in the ferious Ufe of the Duty of Prayer, fo qualified as 
I before hinted. Thus our Bleffed Saviour instructs us,” Ak, 
and tt fall be given you; eek, and ye fball find: Knock and it fhall be 
opened unto you; Where that he refers particularly to this 
Bleffing of his Grace and Holy Spirit, appears from thefe 
following words," If ‘ye being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your Children, hore much more fball your Father which is in Heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to them that afk him? This I acknowledge is 
{poken of Prayer in in general; but it holds true of Publick 
Prayer with a great advantage, as you have already heard. 

If then Frequency in Publick Prayer does thus promote 
the Honour of God and our Religion; if it procures thofe 
Bleffings we want either for our {elves or others, and greatly 
tends to promote a good Life; if we have any regard to the 
Honour of God and our Religion, if any real defire to be 
Happy here or hereafter, we shall rejoyce in all Opportu- 
nities of Publick Prayer and heartily endeavour fo to Order 
our Affairs, that nothing may hinder our conftant Atten- 
dance at them. 


* St. Luk rz. ver. 9. 
t. Ver. 13. 
T7] 


And if Frequency in Publick Prayer be fo needfull a Duty, 
as you have feen, the like Frequency (and that with the 
greatest Serioufnefs) in receiving the Holy Sacrament of the 
I.ord’s Supper (which is the higheft Solemnity of Prayer) is, 
upon the Account of the fame and greater Reasons, as 
needful a Duty, where there are the happy Opportunities of 
it. And in this alfo the worthy Founder of your Chapel hath 
very pioufly provided for you. 

And as I understand many of you purpofe (very commen- 
dably) to Communicate on this day, fo I hope, and earneftly 
exhort, you will do it with that Sincerity in a hearty 
Repentance for your Sins, and ferious Refolutions of a Holy 
Life, that you may receive much {piritual Comfort and 
Improvement by it; and then you will even rejoyce in the 
frequent Opportunities of this Holy Sacrament in this place, 
and make it your conftant Care, as it is your certain Duty, to 
difpofe your felves for a worthy partaking of them. 

Confider well, and always bear it in mind, how great your 
Guilt will be, how heavy your Condemnation, if ye fhall 
flight and neglect, or any ways abuse fuch powerful means of 
Salvation. 

But I muft not infift upon this copious Subject. I only - 
crave your Patience whilft I obferve unto you three or four 
practical Inferences from what has been discourfed. 


INFERENCES. 
1. If thefe Places be Houfes of Prayer, and, by our Saviour’s 
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own direction, not to be employ’d in common Ufes, then let 
us always treat them with Refpect and Reverence; 
conidering they are God’s Houfes, Confecrated to his more 
immediate Service, and in which he is pleafed to vouchfafe 
his more peculiar Prefence. 

In refpect of this his Prefence, God declares that the 
Place where he appear’d to Moses was Confecrated, and 
therefore required him to shew Reverence to it’, Put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou ftandeft is Holy 
Ground. The like was commanded to fo/bua upon the same 
account’, and thus as a Token of Respect, Obedience, and 
Humility. The Custom being taken (as some* Conjecture) 
from Captives or Bond-Slaves, who ufed to go barefoot in 
token of their Subjection. 

Hence arofe that Cuftom amongft the Jews for the Priefts 
to enter into the Temple barefoot.) The like was obferved 
amongft the very Heathen, who had their Nudipedalia Sacra, 
and put off their Shoes when they enter’d the Temple of 
Apollo. ™ So fome have observ’d, That even amongft the 
Turks and Athiopick Chriftians, they go not into their Sacred 
Assemblies but with their Feet naked. ‘That was the ancient 


* Exod. 3. 5. 

t. Fofbua 5. 15. 
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way amoneft them of exprefling their Reverence, as 
uncovering the Head is now amongft us. And will not all 
thefe rife up in Judgment againft us, and condemn us, if we 
permit them to fhew more Refpect and Honour to the Places 
of their falfe Worfhip, than we to thofe of the True. 

Thus we find St. Pau/ requiring Decency in the Church 
(particularly that Men be uncovered, and Women covered 
there)” Because of the Angels; they being fuppofed both under 
the Old and New Teftament, to be prefent in the places of 
God’s Publick Service, obferving the Behaviour of all there 
prefent, and accufing every Indeceney and Difrefpec&t to 
God." 

And from this their prefence it is, that God is faid to be 
peculiarly prefent in Churches ( whofe prefence in one place 
more than in another, in refpect of himfelf is not eafily 
conceivable) and {o to fit them to be the Houfes of God; 
according to the Explication of Jacob,* who upon the Vifion 
of Angels at Luz, awakes and fays, How venerable this Place, the 
Lord is in it, this is none other but the Houfe of God. 

Upon this Account we read that the Primitive Chriftians 
were wont to fhew very great Refpect and Reverence in the 
Church, as being the folemn Place of Worfhip, and where 


* I Cor. 11. 10. 
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God did more peculiarly manifeft his Prefence; and are told 
by alearned Author, That they came into the Church as into the 
Palace of the Great King, with Fear and Trembling; and that the 
Emperors themfelves, who otherwife never went without 
their Guard about them, yet when they came to go into the 
Church, ufed to lay down their Arms, to leave their Guard 
behind them, and to put off their Crowns, all as Tokens of 
that high Refpect they bare to thofe Religious Places. 

Let them always then be efteemed Holy by us, as being 
fet a part for holy Ufes, and in relation to God and to their 
End (I mean not otherwife,) and let them accordingly be 
always treated by us. 

2. If they be Houses of Prayer, than we may hence 
infer the great Error of thofe who think Preaching to be the 
Chief, if not the only Duty needful to be performed in these 
Places: And accordingly if they be but present at the Ser- 
mon, think they have done their Duty very well, although 
they wholly neglect the Prayers, and think it not worth their 
while to come to Church when only Prayers are there per- 
formed; and this Error of their Judgment is the more dan- 
gerous, in that it engages them in fo great an Error in their 
Practice alfo. 

But had our Bleffed Saviour been of the fame Opinion with 
thefe Men, furely he would have called these Houfes of God, 
Houfes of Preaching, and not (as in the Text) Houjes of Prayer. 


*. Dr. Cave’s Prim. Chriftianity, part I. cap. 6. 
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We may obferve to this purpofe, that in King So/omon’s 
excellent Prayer at the Dedication of the Temple," All his 
Petitions are, That God would hear the Prayers which upon 
any occafion his People should put up to Heaven in or 
towards that his Houfe: Not one Petition for a Bleffing upon 
any other Duty, as if no other but that of Prayer (at leaftwife 
none comparable to it) was to be performed in that place. 

I {peak not this to vilifie Preaching (far be that from me,) 
it is an excellent Ordinance, and very needful even in this 
knowing Age. But yet I would not have it thruft out Prayer, 
nor indeed be exalted above it; which all that are Judicious 
and Serious muft grant to be an Act of Worfhip directed 
immediately to God, and a means to sanctifie Preaching, 
which is immediately directed to Men. 

3. At all times when we approach to the Houfe of God for 
Religious Worfhip, let us remember it is a Hou/e of Prayer; and 
then beware we no ways profane it, as the Jews did, whom 
our Bleffed Saviour here Rebukes. And yet this I fear is too 
often done by too many Chriftians. 

When we cuftomarily neglect it, we then are Thieves (out 
of the Temple, though not properly in it ) by robbing God 
of his Glory, our Religion of its Reputation, our Chriftian 
Brethren of the Affiftance of our Prayers, and our own Souls 
of their proper Food and Nourifhment. 

And when we frequent thefe places of Worfhip purely to 
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be thought Religious, in order to fome fecular Ends, we 
plainly make the Houfe of God an Houfe of Merchandife. And 
they do the fame in fome fort, who amidft the holy Offices of 
Religion employ their Thoughts upon their worldly Affairs, 
which ought to be wholly intent upon the weighty Duties 
there performed: Such make the Houfe of God an Houfe of 
Merchandife. 

But if we be not Guilty of this fort of Profanation, there 
are others, too common amoneft us, which ought no lefs to 
be avoided by us. The unfeemly and rude Behaviour of 
many in our Churches, and that even in the time of Divine 
Service does too loudly teftifie how little of Devotion brings 
them thither, and at how mean a rate they value the Church 
of that facred Place, and all thofe holy Offices that are there 
performed. The Impiety and Danger of which I fhall chufe 
to reprefent unto you in the Words of an excellent Author of 
our own.' Such variety ({ays he) of rude Behaviour is there too often 
ufed in the Houfe of God, that foould an “Unbeliever come into our 
Affemblies, he must surely (as St. Paul fupposes in another Cafe, Cor. 
14. 23.) fay, We are mad; to see fome Gazing, fome Whispering, fome 
Laughing, others Sleeping, and perhaps the far fewer number Praying, 
is fuch a Medly, as the moft brutifb Idolaters never admitted in their 


* Read the Rules for our more Devout Behaviour in the time 
of Divine Service in the Church of England. Printed in 1695. 
+. The Caufes of the Decay of Chriftian Piety: By the Author 
of the Whole Duty of Man, c. 8. 
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Worflip. And then he goes on to expoftulate with Chriftians, 
as (I fear) we have too much reafon to do at this Day: When 
(alas!) will the Church recover its ancient Title, and become 'The 
Houfe of Prayer? ‘zs certain that according to the prefent 
appearance it may have many more proper Names, that being the leaft 
part of Bufinels done in it. But furely God will not always be patient 
of fuch Profanation; but will, as the Scripture speaks, Repay them 
to their Face, who who thus contemn him to his. We know 
among Men, every one counts his Houfe his Fortrefs; and affront 
offer’d him there doubles the Injury, and is not only a Contempt but an 
Invafion: And shall it not be a proportionable Enhauncement with 
God alfo, thus to defie him within his own Doors, and approach his 
Prefence in an impious Bravery, the more fully to foew him how little 
we regard him? (So that excellent Author.) 

4. And laftly. If it be fo much for the Honor of God, and 
our own Advantage, as you have seen, to frequent our 
publick Prayers, then every one may eafily infer how much it 
is both his Duty and his Intereft to be prefent at them, as 
much as poffible. 

You of this Place are now very happy in having daily 
Opportunities of publick Prayer; (and ’tis much to be wifhed 
by all ferious Chriftians, that every Parifh of this Nation 
could enjoy, and would make a right Ufe of the like 
Advantage.) Think then, I befeech ye, how heinous your 
Guilt will be, if you cuftomarily and unneceflarily neglect 
these bleffed Opportunities. How will ye anfwer it at the laft 
and great Account to your Lord and Judge, who put it into 
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the Heart of your pious Benefactor to provide thus conveni- 
ently for your daily Performance of this great Duty, if ye 
fhall flight it, defpife it, and turn your backs upon it. 

Whilft many of you (I fear) {pend more time every Day 
than would be required to this Duty, in Vanities and Imper- 
tinencies: Others, it may be, in doing nothing; and others in 
fuch Bufinefs as might eafily be contrived fo, as not to hinder 
your frequenting thefe publick Prayers, and is of infinitely 
lefs Importance: ye will difcover a great Disregard to God, 
the Honor of your Religion, and the Care of your own 
Souls, if you cuftomarily negle& thefe defireable 
Opportunities. 

The Primitive Chriftians fet us a much better Example, 
and very worthy our diligent Imitation, who, we are told by 
a learned Author of our Church; “Were wont to flock to the 
Religious Solemnities, as to their Spiritual Meals and Banquets. 
And then he recounts what St. Chryfoftom* reports of the 
Church at Antioch; That they would fet aside all Affairs at home to 
come to Church; and how he tells them that zt was the great Honor 
of the City, not fo much that it had large Suburbs and vaft numbers of 
People, or brave Houfes with guilded Dining- Rooms, as that it had a 
diligent and attentive People, Churches so thronged and crowded, and 
all Perfons inflamed with such an insatiable deftre of the publick 
Offices of Religion ; and that the commonnefs of them did not (with 


*. Dr. Cave in his Prim. Chriftianity, Part I.c. 9. 
t. Hom. 56. tom. I. p. 623. 
25 


them as J fear it too often does with us) breed a Contempt. 

Thus did true Piety prevail amongft Chriftians then: But 
(alas!) with Grief we {ee it infinitely decay’d with us now; 
when in ftead of Crying out with the Psalmist,” When fall I 
come to appear in the prefence of God? we like thofe in Malachi," 
Snuff at his Service, and say, What a wearinefs is it? 

But certainly that All-feeing Eye which discerns what 
Multitudes carelefly abfent themfelves from his Worfhip, 
cannot but adjudge us moft profane Defpifers of his Mercy 
in giving and continuing to us the happy Opportunities of it. 

1. Oj. But perhaps some may here object and say, What 
need thefe daily publick Prayers? We are careful to worfhip 
God at his Houfe on the Lord’s Day, and this feems to be all 
that is required of us in the Fourth Commandment; which 
allows us the other fix Days for Labour and our own 
Bufinefs; and therefore thus to require us to attend the daily 
publick Worfhip, feems to be an unneceffary Service, and an 
infringement of that Liberty which God has gracioufly 
indulged to us. But, 

An: Let fuch confider, That this Objection is of equal 
Force againft all occafional Days of Fafting and 
Thanfgiving, which yet (I prefume) themfelves will allow of, 
and acknowledge they are obliged fometimes to obferve. 

Let them confider again, ‘That the {ame God who gave 
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the Fourth Commandment to the Fews, did alfo enjoyn them 
other Days for folemn Worfhip, which were to be obferved 
even upon any of thofe Six Days of Labour, tho’ they 
required ftrict Reft, as the Day of Atonement did, Lev. 23.27, 
28. And that they had their daily Worfhip notwithftanding 
the Fourth Commandment, at which our Bleffed Saviour was 
frequently prefent, and thereby gave his Approbation of it. 

And that this is no Violence to Chriftian Liberty, but 
rather a Duty recommended by Chriftianity appears, in that 
tis recorded, by St. Luke in commendation of Anna, That fhe 
departed not from the Temple, but ferved God with Prayers 
and Faftings Night and Day.” And of the firft Converts of 
Chriftianity, That they continued daily with one accord in 
the Temple.’ And of the Difciples of Chrift, that after his 
Afcension They returned to Ferufalem, and were continually in the 
Temple praifing and bleffing God.* That is, the Temple was the 
place (not of their continual abode, but) of their conftant 
daily Performance of their Devotions; as the learned 
ParaphraftS gloffes upon thofe Words. 

2. Oly. Others perhaps may fay, They are very careful to 
perform this Duty in private; they pray at home every 
Morning and Night, and perhaps fometimes may read a 


* St. Luke 2. v. 37. 
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Chapter in the Bible with their Families at the clofe of the 
Day: And this, they hope, is fufficient for them who have 
much Bufinefs on their Hands, and perhaps Families to 
provide for by their Labours, and they trust their gracious 
God will accept what they do, and expect no more from 
them. To this I Anfwer, 

1. 4nj. Tis much to be will’d, they are fo well employ’d, as 
they pretend, at Home; but as much to be fear’d that they 
are not; for did they make a real Confcience of performing 
this Duty at their own Houfes, the fame Confcience would 
bring ’em frequently to God’s (unless they labour under 
fome unhappy Prejudices against it,) where (I’m fure) they 
might perform it better. For, 

2. Suppofe they do pray and read at Home, yet how can 
this excufe their neglecting the publick Service in the 
Church, where the fame Duties are performed with greater 
Advantage. There thou findeft many Fires to kindle thy Zeal, 
the Example of others for Reverence and Order, the Decen- 
cy and Suitablenefs of the Place, the more peculiar Prefence 
of God, and his gracious Promife, that he will have a more 
efpecial Regard to thofe Prayers which are put up to him in 
his own Houfe, in that forequoted place, 2 Chron. 7. 15, 16. 

Does it become us to be our own Carvers, and when our 
gracious God calls us to worfhip him in his Houfe, to tell him 
in effect, he muft excufe us, we’! do it as we can at our own, 
and that must ferve his turn? 

3. Consider, That altho’ thou perhaps mayft duely 
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perform thefe Duties at Home, yet others from thy Example 
may think it needlefs to come to publick Prayers, and wholly 
omit them in private alfo; and fo thou fall under the Guilt of 
Scandal, in its proper Senfe, againft which a Woe is 
denounced by our Lord, St. Matth. 18. 7. Woe be to that Man by 
whom Offences come. 

4. Confider, That the Apoftles and Primitive Chriftians 
(who surely knew how to pray at Home as well as any of us, 
yet) were very conftant at the publick Places of Worfhip, tho 
to the great hazard of their Lives or Liberties for fo doing; 
and left this exprefs Command behind them to all 
Chriftians, Not to forfake the Affembling of themfelves together. 
Not to forfake the publick Religious Affemblies, tho’ to 
avoid Perfecution (as was the unhappy Cafe of the Chriftians 
at that time,) much lefs to avoid fome {mall and very 
intolerable Inconveniency to our fecular Affairs (as is 
generally the worft of the Cafe with us now), which that God 
whom we ferve can (and certainly will) abundantly 
Recompence to us. --—— But then let me add, 

5. In the laft place, If any well difpofed Chriftians be fo 
ingaged in fome needful Bufinefs, or have fuch urgent 
Neceflities to provide for by their Labours, that they cannot 
attend the daily publick Service of our Church, without 
great Inconveniency; and yet have really a due Efteem for it, 
and would with all their Hearts be daily prefent at it, did 
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their indifpenfable Occafions permit them; fuch, I will 
prefume to fay, fhall be excufed by our gracious Lord, who 
has declared He will have Mercy (Mercy to our felves, as well 
as to others) rather than Sacrifice, St. Matth. 9. 13. Such {hall 
undoubtedly be accepted on the Account of their Wills and 
real Defires; and (by the Goodnefs of our God) in a good 
meafure partake of the benefit of our publick Prayers, as if 
themfelves had actually been present at them. 

But for all others, who have not this Neceflity to plead 
for their Abfence; who eafsily might have been prefent at the 
daily Service, had they been really willing, fuch muft not 
expect to be fo excufed; and therefore, I hope and pray, they 
will be prevailed with, fo to acquit themfelves in reference to 
this Duty, that God may be duly Honor’d by them ; true 
Piety and Devotion encouraged and advanced; their own 
Comfort and Profperity promoted in this World; and their 
eternal Happinefs (by the Mercies of God, and the Merits of 
his Son) fecur’d to them in the next. 

One word, in the clofe of all, To you" in particular, for 
whofe fakes more immediately your worthy Benefactor has 
erected this Houfe of Prayer. 

You, by his great Bounty, are in a more efpecial manner 
devoted to, and engaged in the Service of God; you have not 
the Neceffities of this Life to provide for by your Labours, 
nor the anxious Cares of it to perplex and diftract your 
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Thoughts; you have a comfortable Provifion made you, by 
his Piety and Charity, both for your Souls and Bodies. 

Remember always how much you are obliged both to God 
and him, to anfwer the great End of this his Bounty to you, 
by living to the Honour of God and your Religion; particu- 
larly by a conftant and devout attendance at the Prayers and 
Sacraments which will be performed in this Place. 

Be very careful, I befeech you, to approve your felves 
Widows indeed, that {o you may be worthy of that Honor (ze. 
Relief and Maintenance, as the Original Word" often 
fignifies in Scripture) which the Apoftle would have to be 
gived to fuch, in 1 ‘Tim. 5. 3. Honor (ze. Relieve) Widows that 
are Widows indeed. 

And who are fuch, he tells us, wv. 5, 7, 10. (And fuch I hope, 
and heartily pray, 4// you may be,) She trufteth in God, and 
continueth in Supplications and Prayers night and day; She is 
blamelefs, and well reported of for good Works, and has diligently 

followed every good Work. 

This is the {um of what your Bleffed Saviour, and (I 
prefume to fay) your pious Benefactor alfo, expects from 
you, (vz.) That you be Conftant and Serious at Prayers and 
Sacraments; That your Converfation be Blamelefs, and of 
good Report (particularly, for Humility, Gravity, Sobriety, 
Contentednefs, Weanednefs from the World, Love and 
Peaceablenefs amongtt your felves and towards all Men, 
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Graces which more efpecially adorn your Station;) and that 
you be diligent Followers of every good Work. 

Then fhall you approve yourfelves Widows indeed, in the 
Apoftles Senfe, to the Honor of your Lord, the Reputation 
of your Religion, the great Satiffaction of your Benefactor, 
and the mighty Encouragement of fuch Pious and Chari- 
table Acts; to your own great Comforts whilft you live in this 
World, and to your eternal Happinefs in the World to come. 

Which eternal Happinels God, in his due time, make you, and all of 
us Partakers of, for the fake of his dear Son Fefus Chrift our 
Saviour: ‘To whom, with the Father and Bleffed Spirit be 
afcribed all Obedience, Adoration and Praife, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


For the Direttion and Affiftance of the more Ignorant, let me here ada, 

Tis very Advifeable that all Perfons, when they intend to 
partake of our publick Prayers, haften to the Houfe of 
Prayer as foon as the Bell begins to call to it, that fo they 
have fome little time, before Prayers begin, to raife their 
Devotions, and fix their Thoughts upon the Duties before 
them, by confidering the Weightinefs of them, and the 
Prefence of God; humbly and earneftly Begging his 
Affiftance in the Performance of them; which may be done, 
by thofe who are not better provided, in this, or the like 
fhort Prayer following. 

Let thy merciful Ears, O Lord, be open to the Prayers of thy 


humble Servants; And grant that we may now, and at all times, ask 
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faithfully, and obtain effettually through Fefus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 
Or this. 

Moft gracious God, who haft commanded us to pray without 
ceafing, Incline my Heart to this Duty; and fo affift me with thy holy 
Spirit now and at all times in the Performance of it, that I may fo ask 
that I may receive; and fo hear thy Word that I may prattice it; and 
by thefe Opportunities (for which I blefs thy Name) I may daily more 
and more improve in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs, until I come to 
thine everlafting Kingdom, through Fefus Chrift my Lord and only 
Saviour, Amen. 

At the Conclufion of Divine Service, and before thou rifeft 
from thy Knees, fay to thy felf this, or the like fhort Prayer. 

Lord in Mercy hear our Prayers, and relieve all our Wants. 
Continue unto us thefe means of Grace, make me, and all that profes 
thy Name to delight in them, with Reverence and godly Fear to 
approach unto them, and always to become better by them, through 
Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 

Or this. 

Bleffed be thy Name, O God, for this Opportunity of waiting upon 
thee in thine Houfe; Lord, pardon the Iniquaty of my holy ‘Things, 
and make me a partaker of the Benefit of thofe Prayers which have 
been put up unto thee at this time. In Mercy continue unto me these 
Opportunities, and fit me more and more for thy Service here, and for 
thy Kingdom hereafter, for Fesus Chrift his fake. Amen. 


FINIS 
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